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UN urges building disaster resilience by reducing -appalling- loss of life
On International Day

PARIS - NEW YORK, 13.10.2016, 07:22 Time

USPA NEWS - Over the past twenty years, 90 % of the 1.35 million people who have died in 7,056 disaster events have come from
low and middle-income countries, according to a new United Nations report released today described by Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon as a 'damning indictment of inequality."...

Over the past twenty years, 90 % of the 1.35 million people who have died in 7,056 disaster events have come from low and middle-
income countries, according to a new United Nations report released today described by Secretary General Ban Ki-moon as a
'damning indictment of inequality.'

The report, 'Poverty & Death : Disaster Mortality 1996-2015,' was released by the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) to
mark the International Day for Disaster Reduction and found that earthquakes and tsunamis are the biggest killers overall, with climate-
related disasters close behind.

'On this [International Day], | call on all Governments to work with civil society and the private sector to move from managing disasters
to managing risk. Let us move from a culture of reaction to one of prevention and build resilience by reducing loss of life," said Mr. Ban
in his message.

This year's International Day also marks the launch of UNISDR's new Sendai Seven campaign, which focuses on targets from the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. The framework's first target is to reduce global disaster mortality substantially by 2030
and is accompanied by the slogan Live to Tell, as well as a social media campaign that aims to reach 20 million people.

In his message, Mr. Ban noted that while high-income countries suffer massive economic loss in disasters, those in low-income
countries 'pay with their lives.' The report found a direct correlation between disaster death tolls and income and development levels.
Over the twenty-year period examined in the study, low and middle income countries accounted for 1,221,490 of 1.35 million deaths.

Haiti, for example, suffered a devastating earthquake in 2010, three years of El Nifio-related drought, and last week's Hurricane
Matthew, which, at the latest count has left more than 400 people dead. With 229,699 deaths over the past twenty years, Haiti tops the
list for disaster-related deaths. Indonesia (182,136) and Myanmar (139,515) follow. Not a single high-income country was listed in the
top 10.

However, high-income countries figure into a list of the twenty deadliest disasters: the 2003 European heatwave that left many dead
throughout Italy, France, Spain and Germany and the 2011 earthquake in Japan accounted for more than 83,000 lives lost.

Robert Glasser, the head of UNISDR, drew attention to the rising influence of climate change and inequality in disasters : 'The vast
majority of climate-related deaths occur in low and middle-income countries which contribute least to greenhouse emissions. These
countries also bear the brunt of earthquake deaths.’

Dr. Debarati Guha-Sapir, head of the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters acknowledged that the statistics in the
UNISDR report impact the ability to achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. While the report indicates
overall trends, she cautioned that 'they do not present the full picture as there are gaps in the reporting on disaster mortality,
particularly for heatwaves which have become much more prevalent over the last twenty years.'

Today, on behalf of UNISDR, Mr. Glasser recognized five outstanding examples of successful efforts to reduce disaster mortality :

- The Nigerian Ministry of Health for its successful work against the spread of Ebola;

- The Indian non-governmental organization SEEDS, for providing cyclone and earthquake resistant housing throughout India and
Nepal;



- Fiji's Ministry for Disaster Management for its response to Cyclone Winston earlier in 2016;
- The Government of Peru for its outstanding contingency planning in response to this year's major El Nifio, and :
- Meteoalarm, a weather alert portal operated by an Austrian weather service with the support of the European Union.

UNISDR's recognition celebrates the launch of the 'Sendai Seven Campaign: Seven Targets, Seven Years,' which was adopted by
UN Member States last March. The Sendai Seven Campaign is an opportunity for governments of all levels, community groups, civil
society organisations, the private sector, international organisations and the UN family to promote and share best practices at all levels
and across sectors in order to reduce disaster risk and loss.
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The Secretary-General in his message reminded that 'eradicating extreme poverty ““ the first of the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals, is essential to reducing disaster risk,' and called on all Governments to “move from a culture of reaction to one of prevention.“[?]

'We can replace material possessions, but we cannot replace people,' he underscored.
Source : United Nations
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