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USPA NEWS - For most of the year Edinburgh is a relatively compact capital city.

Then August arrives.

Almost overnight, streets become stages, old buildings become theatres, temporary venues appear in places you would never
normally expect to find them, and performers from across the world descend on the city.

The 2026 festival season once again brought together the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, Edinburgh International Festival, Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo, Edinburgh Art Festival, Edinburgh International Book Festival and Edinburgh International Film Festival.

They are very different events, but together they create something that is difficult to find anywhere else in the world.

Edinburgh Festival Fringe

The Fringe remains the great unpredictable part of August.

Thousands of performances fill hundreds of venues, ranging from established theatres to pubs, basements, university buildings and
temporary spaces created specifically for the festival.

Comedy may receive much of the attention, but the Fringe has always been much bigger than comedy.

There is theatre, music, cabaret, dance, spoken word and experimental performance alongside shows that are almost impossible to
categorise.

That is really the attraction.

You can walk into a tiny venue knowing almost nothing about the person performing and discover something remarkable.

You can also discover something completely bizarre.

Both are part of the Fringe.

Outside the venues, the festival spills onto the streets. Posters cover almost every available surface, performers hand out flyers and
crowds move constantly between shows.

For a photographer, it is perhaps one of the best times of the year to simply walk through Edinburgh and watch what happens.

Edinburgh International Festival

Alongside the chaos of the Fringe sits the much more carefully curated Edinburgh International Festival.

Founded in 1947, the International Festival was created in the aftermath of the Second World War with the idea that culture could help
bring people and nations together again.

Nearly eighty years later, that original ambition remains.

Opera, classical music, theatre and dance bring internationally recognised companies, orchestras, performers and artists to



Edinburgh.

The atmosphere may be very different from the Fringe, but the two festivals have grown alongside one another to become inseparable
parts of August in the city.

The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo

Few events can compete with the setting of the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo.

Every August, temporary grandstands rise around the Castle Esplanade, and Edinburgh Castle becomes the backdrop for one of the
world's great military spectacles.

Massed pipes and drums, military bands and performers from around the world take part in a production built around music, ceremony
and extraordinary precision.

Yet the tattoo is also about atmosphere.

The sound of the pipes against the castle walls, the lights across the Esplanade and the sight of Edinburgh Castle illuminated above
the arena give the event a character that television can never completely reproduce.

For a few weeks each year, the Castle Esplanade becomes one of the most spectacular performance spaces anywhere in Britain.

Edinburgh Art Festival

Away from the huge crowds and temporary stages, the Edinburgh Art Festival offers another side to the festival season.

Contemporary art appears throughout Edinburgh's galleries and cultural spaces, while commissions and installations can also be
found in less obvious locations around the city.

It encourages people to explore.

Sometimes the building containing an exhibition can be almost as interesting as the work itself.

It is a quieter part of August, but an important one, particularly in a city where architecture, history and art are so closely connected.

Edinburgh International Book Festival

The Edinburgh International Book Festival brings another audience entirely.

Authors, journalists, historians, poets and thinkers gather for conversations, readings, debates and discussions covering subjects from
fiction and politics to science, history and current affairs.

There is something refreshingly simple about it.

An author, an audience and a conversation.

In an increasingly fast-moving world, the book festival remains a place where people are prepared to sit down, listen and discuss ideas
properly.

Edinburgh International Film Festival

Cinema also has its place in Edinburgh's August.

The Edinburgh International Film Festival brings filmmakers, actors and audiences together for screenings and events celebrating
both established and emerging talent.



There are major films, independent productions, international cinema and discoveries that may be receiving their first significant
exposure to an audience.

Like the Fringe, there is always the possibility of seeing something before the rest of the world discovers it.

Edinburgh in August
Trying to describe Edinburgh's festivals individually only tells part of the story.

The real festival is Edinburgh itself.

It is walking along the Royal Mile surrounded by performers from half a dozen countries.

It is hearing bagpipes somewhere in the distance while somebody dressed in an inexplicable costume walks past you.

It is queues outside theatres, photographers outside premieres, military performers heading towards the castle and comedians
desperately attempting to persuade another ten people to come to their show.

Some people love August in Edinburgh.

Some residents probably count the days until it is over.

But nobody can deny what happens to the city.

For a few weeks Edinburgh becomes one enormous stage.

Then, almost as quickly as it began, the posters start coming down. The temporary venues disappear. The Tattoo grandstands are
dismantled. Performers pack their bags and leave.

The streets become quieter again.

And Edinburgh returns to being Edinburgh.

At least until next August.
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