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Letter from Pope Francis

When one suffers we all suffer

Ward Presses Vatican city , 20.08.2018, 18:10 Time

USPA NEWS - The Vatican released a letter Monday from Pope Francis directly addressing for the first time the latest accusations of
sexual abuse by priests. Here is the full text of the letter.

"If one member suffers, all suffer together with it" (1 Cor 12:26). These words of Saint Paul forcefully echo in my heart as |
acknowledge once more the suffering endured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of conscience
perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons. Crimes that inflict deep wounds of pain and powerlessness,
primarily among the victims, but also in their family members and in the larger community of believers and nonbelievers alike. Looking
back to the past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done will ever be sufficient. Looking ahead to the future, no
effort must be spared to create a culture able to prevent such situations from happening, but also to prevent the possibility of their
being covered up and perpetuated. The pain of the victims and their families is also our pain, and so it is urgent that we once more
reaffirm our commitment to ensure the protection of minors and of vulnerable adults.

1. If one member suffers...

In recent days, a report was made public which detailed the experiences of at least a thousand survivors, victims of sexual abuse, the
abuse of power

sexual abuse and the abuse of conscience.

In this way, we can show clearly our calling to be "a sign and instrument of communion with God and of the unity of the entire human
race" (Lumen Gentium, 1).

"If one member suffers, all suffer together with it", said Saint Paul. By an attitude of prayer and penance, we will become attuned as
individuals and as a community to this exhortation, so that we may grow in the gift of compassion, in justice, prevention and reparation.
Mary chose to stand at the foot of her Son's cross. She did so unhesitatingly, standing firmly by Jesus' side. In this way, she reveals
the way she lived her entire life. When we experience the desolation caused by these ecclesial wounds, we will do well, with Mary, "to
insist more upon prayer", seeking to grow all the more in love and fidelity to the Church (SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA, Spiritual
Exercises, 319). She, the first of the disciples, teaches all of us as disciples how we are to halt before the sufferings of the innocent,
without excuses or cowardice. To look to Mary is to discover the model of a true follower of Christ.

May the Holy Spirit grant us the grace of conversion and the interior anointing
needed to express before these crimes of abuse our compunction and our resolve courageously to combat them.
FRANCIS

Vatican City, 20 August 2018
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