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03/16/18 ““ FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ““ ACTION HAPPENING NOW
 ADAPT Applauds Congressman Chris Smith

Washington D.C., 17.03.2018, 02:23 Time

National ADAPT - ADAPT praises Representative Chris Smith (R-NJ), a long-time champion on autistic community issues, who is
showing leadership yet again by committing to the introduction of a legislation that would ban the use of electric shock devices that are
used as a form of “therapy“� for disabled people, like the devices used by the Judge Rotenberg Center (JRC). ADAPT and other
disability-led organizations have long fought to end the use of these electric shock devices on disabled people, which are made to be
stronger than a police taser and have been used to shock disabled people for minor infractions, such as not taking off a coat in a timely
manner

“Congressman Smith has come through once again for the Disability Community“� said ADAPT member Cal Montgomery of Illinois.
“We have been fighting for years to end the torture of disabled people who have been subjected to electric shocks. Thanks to
Representative Chris Smith we are much closer to ending the use of graduated electronic decelerators to punish disabled children and
adults.“� 

ADAPT members from across the nation have been camped out for eight days outside FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb´s home in
Washington, D.C. demanding that he release regulations that would do exactly what Congressman Smith is planning to do legislatively
““ to put an end to this violent treatment by banning these electric shock devices. “I am so glad that this legislation was taken up by a
member of Congress who not only introduces legislation but has a track record of getting bills passed,“� said Anita Cameron, an
organizer with ADAPT. “It is shameful that the FDA wouldn´t release regulations banning these devices. Torturing disabled people is
obviously wrong and our country needs to do better. We are thankful to Congressman Smith for leading the way when the FDA would
not.“� 

“We will not rest until this legislation has passed and disabled people are safe from these kinds of abuse“� said ADAPT organizer
Mike Oxford. “We have worked long and hard for this and we are grateful to Congressman Chris Smith for working with us to make it a
reality.“�

For decades ADAPT has worked to secure for disabled Americans the same rights and liberties enjoyed by all other Americans. Learn
more about ADAPT´s history and activities at www.adapt.org, on social media with the NationalADAPT Facebook page and on the
@NationalADAPT Twitter, and under the hashtag #ADAPTandRESIST. You can also follow the fight against the JRC shock device at
www.adapt.org/jrc and #StopTheShock.
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