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NELSON MANDELA International Day on July 18
For Freedom, Justice and democracy
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USPA NEWS - Every year on 18 July (the day Nelson Mandela was born) the United Nations asks individuals around the World to
mark Nelson Mandela International Day (18 July) by making a Difference in their Communities. Everyone has the ability and the
responsibility to change the World for the better, and Nelson Mandela Day is an occasion for everyone to take action and inspire
change. 

Every year on 18 July (the day Nelson Mandela was born) the United Nations asks individuals around the World to mark Nelson
Mandela International Day (18 July) by making a Difference in their Communities. Everyone has the ability and the responsibility to
change the World for the better, and Nelson Mandela Day is an occasion for everyone to take action and inspire change.

For 67 years Nelson Mandela devoted his life to the Service of Humanity “” as a Human Rights Lawyer, a Prisoner of Conscience, an
International Peacemaker and the First Democratically Elected President of a Free South Africa.

The Nelson Mandela Foundation is dedicating this Year's Nelson Mandela Day to Action Against Poverty, honouring Nelson
Mandela's Leadership and Devotion to Fighting Poverty and Promoting Social Justice for all. 

- How the Day came about

In November 2009, the UN General Assembly declared 18 July 'Nelson Mandela International Day' in Recognition of the Former South
African President´s Contribution to the Culture of Peace and Freedom.

General Assembly resolution A/RES/64/13 recognizes Nelson Mandela´s Values and his Dedication to the Service of Humanity, in the
Fields of Conflict Resolution, Race Relations, the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, Reconciliation, Gender Equality and the
Rights of Children and Other Vulnerable Groups, as well as the Fight Against Poverty and the Promotion of Social Justice. It
acknowledges his Contribution to the Struggle for Democracy Internationally and the Promotion of a Culture of Peace throughout the
World.

- Nelson Mandela Rules

In December 2015, the General Assembly decided to extend the Scope of Nelson Mandela International Day to also be utilized in
order to Promote Humane cCnditions of Imprisonment, to Raise Awareness about Prisoners being a Continuous Part of Society and to
Value the Work of Prison Staff as a Social Service of Particular Importance.

General Assembly resolution A/RES/70/175 not only Adopted the Revised United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners, but also approved that they should be known as the 'Nelson Mandela Rules' in order to Honour the Legacy of the Late
President of South Africa, who spent 27 years in Prison in the Course of his Struggle referred to above.
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