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2017 Russian Grand Prix - Saturday
Sochi circuit

Sochi , 29.04.2017, 21:45 Time

USPA NEWS - Scuderia Ferrari edge the Silver Arrows in tense Sochi Qualifying shootout. Valtteri Bottas claimed P3 on the grid, with
the top three cars covered by just 0.095s. Lewis Hamilton will start tomorrow's Russian Grand Prix from P4.

Valtteri Bottas -
I think we can see Ferrari were quicker today. We were close in the end, but not close enough. All weekend they've had the upper
hand and they've managed to extract more out of the tyres. They are looking very strong here and, as we´ve seen so far this year,
Ferrari have a good race pace and we expect it to be the same tomorrow. We made an improvement from yesterday: it wasn´t quite
enough but I think the changes we made overnight should help us in the race. Tomorrow is where it counts and starting on the second
row is still not a bad place to begin the race. There´s a very long run down into Turn 2 and a lot of slipstreaming. Ferrari is ahead
today, but hopefully not tomorrow.

Lewis Hamilton -

I just wasn´t quick enough today. It was all in the last sector, I was losing half a second there. I´ve been struggling there all weekend
with the balance and it´s been tough to utilise the tyres. We´ll go back to the drawing board tonight and try and improve. Ferrari did a
great job. They look quick on race pace and my race runs weren´t great yesterday, so it´s going to be tough.

But we´ll give everything we´ve got. Sochi isn´t the easiest track to follow on, but there are long straights which should offer the
opportunity to move forward. That´s our goal. I´m on the dirty side of the grid so I haven´t done myself any favours off the start. But that
was the best job I could do today. We´ve got a real race to look forward to. There´s no point being upset; we´ll channel our positive
energy and hopefully Sunday will be better.

Toto Wolff, Head of Mercedes-Benz Motorsport -
Today´s result showed that, while Ferrari and ourselves are a long way ahead of the other teams, it´s still a work in progress for us to
get the car into the right window and performing consistently. We made a good step compared to yesterday but this afternoon, the top
three were covered by less than a tenth of a second and Valtteri could even have been on pole with his final lap until a small mistake in
the last sector.

As for Lewis, he hasn´t been happy with the car, finding it tricky to drive, and this is a place where you need to feel good with the car to
hook it all up. So we start from the second row tomorrow and now it´s our job to look forward and see what the race can bring. As the
hunters and not the hunted, maybe we have some different cards we can play to chase the race victory.

James Allison, Technical Director -

It always hurts when you´re not at the front and even more so when the gaps are so small. After struggling yesterday in practice, we
did a good job to unlock the performance of the car overnight and made a good step forward relative to our competitors and Ferrari in
particular. However, it wasn´t quite enough to get either car on the front row. We will knuckle down this evening, prepare thoroughly
and look forward to a strong race tomorrow in what are expected to be broadly similar conditions.
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