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UN chief Guterres marks International Women Day, in Nairobi
hails role of Kenya in multilateralism

Paris, Washignton DC, Zanzibar, 09.03.2017, 23:58 Time

USPA NEWS - The richness, welfare and prosperity of countries depend on the full integration of women in the development process,
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres said today, commemorating International Women´s Day at a ceremony in Nairobi
as part of his visit to Kenya.
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Speaking at an event alongside the First Lady of Kenya, Mr. Guterres told the hundreds of assembled women leaders at the
Government´s official celebration of the International Day, that every effort had to be made to finally defeat male-dominated culture if
we are to be able to achieve gender equality.
“The truth is that north and south, east and west [“¦] everywhere, we still have a male-dominated culture,“� he said, recalling that he
had pushed hard for women´s empowerment when he was the Prime Minister of Portugal and, as the former UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, he had met women who suffered the worst possible abuse.
Against this background, and the enduring male-dominated culture and violation of women´s human rights, “we need to have [“¦]
policies of gender equality [and] policies of protection of women in vulnerable situations, but the key [“¦] is our strong commitment to
women and girls´ empowerment in our societies,“� he stated.------------------------------------------------------------
Noting the three pillars of the UN ““ human rights, peace and security and development ““ he also underlined that “it is better to
prevent conflict when we have women fully empowered in societies and it´s better to solve conflicts when fully participate in conflict
resolution.“� Mr. Guterres also had the opportunity to visit a number of field projects in the Mathare slums, including a women´s
empowerment program run by UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) as part of its slum upgrading initiative and a UN
WOMEN project designed to encourage the political participation of women. He was able to listen to a group of women who had
decided to run for office, often against great odds.----------------------------------------------
Earlier in the day, the Secretary-General met with Kenya President Uhuru Kenyatta at State House.
Speaking to the press following the meeting, Mr. Guterres expressed his belief that the “narrative of the UN about Africa has not
always been the right one,“� being sometimes “too much concentrated on crisis.“�
KENYAN GOVERNEMNT AND PEOPLE REGARDING THE DROUGHT THAT IS AFFECTING THE COUNTRY-------
And while it is true that there are crises in Africa ““ as there are crises in Europe, Asia and elsewhere ““ Africa must be seen more and
more as a land of achievements and opportunity. “And [“¦] Kenya is the symbol of that achievement and that opportunity,“� he said,
going on to express solidarity with the Kenyan Government and people regarding the drought that is affecting the country. “I hope that
the international community will be able to match the generosity that Kenyans have always shown, namely in relation to refugees, and
support the country now that the drought has been prolonged in such a way that, of course, the resources of the country are
themselves in difficulty to face this enormous challenge,“� he underscored.
Turning next to his visit yesterday to neighbouring Somalia, he reiterated his concern for ongoing drought there, saying: “People are
dying. This must stop.“� The “international community must act now and mobilize to support the Somali people in this very difficult
situation.“� Mr. Guterres visited a settlement for people displaced by the drought. For over an hour, he walked through the camp,
asked question and listened to the stories of men, women and children who had come to Baidoa to seek food and water. Some had
recently resettled from the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya only to be forced to move again because of the drought.
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