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Scorsese, awarded the Princess of Asturias of the Arts 2018
For their career

Madrid, 26.04.2018, 09:19 Time

USPA NEWS - The US director, writer and producer Martin Scorsese was awarded the prize Princess of Asturias of the Arts 2018.
Scorsese was proposed for the award by the director of the Film European Festival of Seville, Jose Luis Cienfuegos, and will receive a
sculpture of Joan Miró, EUR 50,000 and a diploma and insignia.

Martin Scorsese (New York, 1942) was born into a family of Sicilian origin and grew up in the New York neighbourhood of Little Italy.
He studied English Literature and Cinema Studies at New York University, a period in which he made numerous shorts and his first
feature film, Who´s Knocking at My Door? (1967). In 1970, he worked as an assistant director and editor on the documentary
Woodstock, subsequently achieving recognition by critics and the public with Mean Streets (1973), a film in which he directed Robert
De Niro for the first time. 

Now a legendary figure in contemporary cinema, Martin Scorsese is one of the most outstanding filmmakers of the movement that
emerged in the seventies called New Hollywood, which also includes other greats of world cinema such as George Lucas, Francis
Ford Coppola ““Princess of Asturias Award of the Arts 2015““ and Steven Spielberg. He has directed twenty-four fiction feature films,
fourteen documentaries and episodes of television series, as well as having participated as an actor in twenty films. He has authored
films that now form part of the history of cinema, such as Mean Streets (1973), Taxi driver (1976), Raging Bull (1980) ““for which
Robert De Niro won an Oscar““, Goodfellas (1990), Casino (1995), The Wolf of Wall Street (2013) and The Departed (2006), with
which he won his only Oscar for best director, a category for which he has been nominated nine times.

A passionate reader, fourteen of his films are adaptations of literary works, from Raging Bull to The Wolf of Wall Street, as well as Taxi
Driver, The Color of Money (1986), The Last Temptation of Christ (1988), Cape Fear (1991), The Age of Innocence (1993), Gangs of
New York (2002) and Hugo (2011), among others. In 1990, he created The Film Foundation, an organization dedicated to film
preservation and the exhibition of classic cinema that has already restored more than 800 films, in addition to organizing talks and
screenings for students. He extended this work to international cinema by creating The World Cinema Foundation, now called the
World Cinema Project, which has already restored thirty-one films from twenty-one different countries. His most recent initiative in this
respect was the launching in 2017 of the African Film Heritage Project, through which he works together with the Pan African
Federation of Filmmakers and UNESCO in the restoration and conservation of fifty films.

In 2013, the Berlin Film and Television Museum put on an anthological exhibition of his work, for which Scorsese lent hundreds of
objects from his private collection, including illustrations of the sequences of some of his films. In 2015, it was the turn of the
Cinémathèque Française in Paris to give him a major show. His latest work, The Irishmen, which will be his twenty-ninth feature film, is
scheduled to be released in 2019 on the Netflix platform, which has acquired the rights.

Scorsese won his first major international award at the 1976 Cannes Film Festival with this event´s Palme d´Or for Taxi Driver, which
has been followed by numerous other awards for his work. In summary, his films have garnered twenty Oscars in different categories,
eleven Golden Globes and twenty-three BAFTAs. In addition, Scorsese holds honorary degrees from the University of Bologna (Italy)
and the Lodz National Film School (Poland) and, among other distinctions, has received the Golden Lion at the Venice Film Festival
(1995), the American Film Institute Life Achievement Award (1997), the Directors Guild of America´s Lifetime Achievement Award
(2003), the Kennedy Center Honors (2007), the Cecil B. DeMille Award from the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (2010) and the
Lumière Award at the Grand Lyon Film Festival in 2015. In May 2018, he is to receive the Carrosse d´Or from the French Directors
Guild in Cannes during the tribute to be given in his honor at the Directors´ Fortnight.
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